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WA FOSTER CARERS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [1.21 pm]: I rise to acknowledge that this 
week is WA Foster Carers Week and update the house on the hard work and dedication of foster and family carers 
across the state. Foster and family carers are everyday people who step up and choose to make a difference to the 
lives of some of our most vulnerable children and young people when they need it most. In WA, the majority of the 
more than 5 000 children in care are receiving love and support through foster or family care arrangements. This 
occurs when children and young people are no longer able to safely stay at home. The state government is celebrating 
the vital role of foster carers with events and activities to recognise carers across 20 regional district offices throughout 
Western Australia. These events highlight the role of carers and aim to strengthen their support networks with 
other carers in their local area.  
As part of this week, I would like to update members on the OurSPACE WA: Foster and Family Care Support 
Service, delivered by the Australian Childhood Foundation. OurSPACE is a free, statewide program that provides 
specialist therapeutic counselling and support services for Department of Communities foster and family carers. 
To date, OurSPACE has worked with a total of 117 carers, in person and through telephone and video calls. This 
easy-to-access support is helping strengthen the relationship between carers and the children they care for, in turn 
enhancing the long-term stability of care arrangements. I am pleased to announce that the McGowan government 
has provided an extra $640 000 in grant funding to extend the OurSPACE program to June 2023. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all carers for their invaluable contributions, and for opening their homes and 
hearts to care for children in need. I also encourage anyone who is considering fostering to get in touch with the 
Department of Communities, or its community partners, to find out more about this rewarding and much-needed 
role they can play in our community. 
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